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 Professor of Latin, German, and English at both Holland Christian High 
School and Hope College, 1920-1966.  Includes biographical file, 
correspondence, class outlines, handouts, lecture notes, news clippings, and 
photographs. 
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 Edward John Wolters was born in Holland, Michigan, in 1898 and attended Laketown 
Township Elementary School, Hope College Preparatory School, and Hope College (A.B., 1920). 
He taught German, Latin, and English at Holland Christian High School from 1920-1926 and 
taught Latin at Hope College High School from 1926-1930.  In 1927, Wolters received an A.M. 
from The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  From 1930 until his retirement in 1966, Wolters 
taught English, Latin, and German at Hope College.  When the Class of 1958 dedicated the 1957 
Milestone to Wolters, they praised him for his excellence in teaching both in and out of the 
classroom. 
 In the summer of 1962, Wolters took the classical summer course of the Vergilian Society 
of America at Naples and Rome.  He was a member of Eta Sigma Phi (national honorary 
classical fraternity), the American Classical League, Michigan Schoolmasters Club, the 
American Classical League, Michigan Classical Conference, the Vergilian Society of America, 
and the Classical Association of Middle West & South.  Wolters was also a Hope representative 
for the Woodrow Wilson Fellowship Foundation.  
 In 1979, Hope College President Gordon J. Van Wylen announced the establishment of 
the Edward J. Wolters Award in Classics.  The award is presented annually to a student who has 
achieved an outstanding record of performance in Latin or the Classics.  
 Edward J. Wolters passed away in January 1986. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Edward J. Wolters Papers include information on the long career of this Holland 
Christian High School and Hope College professor.  The papers have been organized 
alphabetically by topic heading and chronologically within each topic heading.   
 The Correspondence and Class Materials series show Wolters dedication to his students, 
his commitment to Hope College, and his love of the classical world.   
 The University of Michigan series includes notes, syllabi, and outlines which Wolters 













 Articles, 1951, 1964, n.d. 
 Biographical, 1948-1963, 1994, n.d. 
 Class Materials 
  “Carthage and Its People” - Latin 123: Outlines of Roman Civilization, 1948 
  “The History of Rome,” n.d. 
 Correspondence 
  Alumni (Class of 1920), 1921, 1945 
  General, 1931-1979 
  Michigan Classics Conference, 1959-1966 
  Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, 1959-1962 
 Eta Sigma Phi, 1966 
 European Trip, 1962 
 Holland Christian Schools, 1923-1926 
 Latin Translations, n.d. 
 Letterhead (Classics Dept.) 
 Miscellaneous 
 News Clippings, 1958-1986 
 Notes, n.d. 
 Papers 
  “Caesar’s Operations at Dyrrachium,” n.d. 
  “From Freedom to Self,” n.d. 
  “Latin, the Roman People, and the Bible,” 1953 
 Personnel File, 1957-1965 (RESTRICTED) 
 Photograph, Edward Wolters, n.d. (1 image) 
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 Quizzes, n.d. 
 Scrapbook, 1916-1922 
Student Papers 
  Olson, Wayne C.  “Of Sand and Rock: A Discussion of Christianity’s Struggle  
    with the State Religion of Classical Rome,” History 70, 5/2/1955 
  Rhem, Dick.  “In the Fullness of Time—Jesus Came,” History of Rome,     
5/29/1955 
  Tanis, Judy.  “The Church’s View of the Roman Classics Through the Middle 
Ages,” English 83, 11/30/1965 
 Teaching Aides (Latin Language Materials) 
 University of Michigan, Course Materials, undated (2 folders) 
  
